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The Establishment of the Iron Curtain 
 

By the end of World War II, the Soviet Union occupied 

much of Eastern Europe. During the Yalta Conference, 

Stalin promised Roosevelt and Churchill that he would hold 

free elections in these countries as soon as possible. 

After the war, however, he went back on his promise and 

stated that, “A freely elected government in any of these 

countries would be anti-Soviet and [therefore] could not 

be allowed.” By 1948 all of the countries in Eastern Europe 

had become satellite nations – countries politically and 

economically controlled by the Soviet Union. These 

communist countries were separated from capitalist 

Western Europe by an imaginary line known as the Iron 

Curtain.   This term came from a quote from Great 

Britain’s Prime Minister Winston Churchill in 1946 – “An 

Iron Curtain has descended across the continent [of 

Europe]…behind that line lie all the capitals of Central and 

Eastern Europe – Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, 

Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest, and Sofia…[they now] all 

lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere.” 

 

 

1. What did Stalin promise the world at Yalta?        

                

2. Did Stalin keep his promise? Why or why not?        

                

3. What is a satellite nation?           

                

4. According to the map, name three nations that became satellite nations.    

                

5. What is the Iron Curtain?           
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The Division of Germany and Berlin 
 

 At the end of WW II, Germany was divided into four zones of occupation controlled by a 

different Allied Power: 

(1)       

(2)       

(3)       

(4)       

 

 

 

 

 

 The US, British, and French zones were          

                

 The Soviet zone became             

 Berlin, the capital of Germany, was in the       sector. However, 

the city was divided into four sections – each controlled by one of the four Allied Powers. 

i. The division of Berlin angered Stalin – so he        

               

ii.  In response to Stalin’s actions, the Western Allies (      

      ) decided to launch the      

               

1. This lasted nearly a year until 1949 when Stalin lifted the blockade and Berlin 

was then divided in two – East Berlin and West Berlin 

 By the end of 1949 two Germanys were established: 

 Eastern Germany =          

 Western Germany =          
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The Berlin Wall Divides Germany 
 

As Germany and its capital city, Berlin, were divided, tensions mounted between Communist East 

Germany and capitalist West Germany.  By June of 1961 the Soviet Union threatened to close off 

Western access to West Berlin because so many East Germans were fleeing there to escape 

communism.  Tensions mounted when President Kennedy insisted on West Berlin’s independence.  

The Soviets and East Germans then built the Berlin Wall, a heavily guarded barrier dividing West 

Berlin from Communist East Berlin and East Germany.  The wall, which made it harder for East 

Germans to flee, became a symbol of Communist oppression. 

 

  
 

1. What is the Berlin Wall?            

2. Why was the Berlin Wall constructed?         

                

3. What was the Berlin Wall seen as a symbol of?         

4. Which side of the wall was under communist control?        

5. Which side of the wall was under capitalist control?        

6. How do you think life would be different on the two different sides of the wall?  Be specific. 
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The Berlin Wall – Trying to Escape 
Strong as the Berlin Wall was, the will of some East Germans to 

escape to the West was stronger. At first, people crawled through 

the city’s sewer pipes, which carried wastewater from both parts of 

Berlin. Before long, however, East German authorities blocked the 

underground route with metal grills across the pipes. 
 

With the sewers blocked, would-be escapees started digging new 

tunnels in hidden locations in East Berlin, trying to bore their way 

under the wall. In one case, NBC, the American television network, provided money to a tunnel-

digging group in exchange for the right to film the project. NBC created a television special about 

the tunnel and broadcast in December 1962. It attracted a greater audience than the popular TV 

show I Love Lucy that aired at the same time on a different network. 
 

Tunneling was difficult and expensive, so people devised other escape methods. Some even swam 

across waterways to reach West Berlin, evading East German patrol boats. One young couple swam 

across the Havel River in September 1961, pushing their 18-month-old baby along in a rubber tub. 

Others flew across the wall in hot air balloons, until the East German government outlawed the 

sale of lightweight cloth that was used to build these balloons. Citizens who managed to reach 

the wall on foot used rope to climb over the wall. Id did not take long for the Communist 

authorities to ban the sale of rope. 
 

It is not known for certain how many people tried to get across the wall. According to one 

estimate, 10,000 people tried to escape over the years the wall stood, but only 5,000 succeeded. 

At least 200 people died during the escape attempts, many from gunshot wounds inflicted by East 

German border guards. 

 

1. What was the first escape route used to get into West Germany?     

                

2. How else did people attempt to flee East Berlin?       

                

3. About how many people are estimated to have tried to flee? How many made it? How many 

were killed in their attempt?           

                

4. Why were people so desperate to escape from East Berlin and in into West Berlin?  
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The Berlin Airlift 
 

Post World War II Germany was divided into four sections – the 

Allied Powers, the US, France, Great Britain, and the Soviet 

Union, each controlled one section. While the city of Berlin was 

located in the Soviet sector, it too was divided into four 

sections. Following the division of Germany and Berlin, the 

American, French and British sectors were combined into West 

Germany, while the Soviet sector became known as East 

Germany. West Germany became a capitalist country, while East 

Germany became a communist country under Soviet control. 
 

In June 1948, the Soviet Union attempted to control all of Berlin 

by cutting surface traffic to and from the city of West Berlin, 

which was technically 

controlled by the US, France 

and Great Britain. Starving out the population and cutting off 

their business was the Soviet’s method of gaining control. The 

Truman administration reacted with a continual daily airlift, which 

brought much needed food and supplies into the city of West 

Berlin. This airlift to Berlin lasted until the end of September 

1949 – although the Soviet government yielded and lifted 

the blockade on May 12, 1949. The Berlin Airlift marked the first 

actual confrontation during the Cold War between the US and the Soviet Union.  
 

1. How many sections was post-war Germany divided in to?       

2. Which countries controlled capitalist West Germany?        

3. Which sector was Berlin, the capital city, located in?        

4. How did the Soviets attempt to control all of Berlin?       

               

                

5. How did the Truman administration respond to this?       

               

                

6. Why was the Berlin Airlift significant?         

                


